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Event:
FIRST REGIONAL MEETING
OF EUROPEAN PROVINCIALS
During the past ten years regional meetings of Major
Superiors have become common in the Congregation (cf.
Spiritan News No. 35), but for some reason Europe had lagged behind in this matter, so much so that the 1980 General
Chapter had to suggest that it follow suit (SL, 217). This
has now been done, with the first regional meeting of European Provincials taking place at Gernert (Holland) from 9-11
Nov. 1981. Nine of the 10 Provincials were present, only
the Polish Provincial being unable to attend. Fr. GENERAL,
Fr. EZEONYIA and Fr. CORCORAN (General Secretary) were
present from the Generalate, and the Dutch Provincial Team
also took part.
The European Provinces were the original source of vocations in the Congregation, and even today (1 Jan. 1982)
they are the Provinces of Origin of 3, 073 of the 3, 706 Spiritans (83% of the total). On the other hand, the 118 European scholastics today are only 48% of the total of 246,
indicating a shift in the source of vocations.
In their reports to the meeting, the Provincials mentioned four areas in which there were special problems :
• Age: The average age continues to rise, with the main
age-group between 55 and 60. Expenses for illness and
retirement will naturally be higher.
• Numbers continue to fall. with fewer young people coming in.
• The return from the missions of relatively young confreres who no longer wish to work in the missions but prefer
to settle into ordinary parish work at home.
• The generation gap, with some of the older confreres
finding it difficult to adapt to post-Vatican II theology and
prayer.
Among other points discussed were missionary animation, internationality, ongoing formation, and the need to
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recall young confreres from the missions for spells of pro~
motion work at home.
.
The publication of Spiritan books was discussed, but
without firm decisions being taken. Provinces with a common language will discuss publications between themselves
and make their own arrangements.
Fr. EZEONYIA pointed out the need for solidarity with
the young Provinces and Foundations. The facts and figures
speak for themselves and the Cor Unum Fund provides a
convenient means for coordinating aid.
A report from the General Bursar raised the problem of
the General Administration's finances. With continuing inflation, the revenue from invested funds is no longer able to
cover the costs. Should the services of the Generalate be
reduced? Or the number of Visits? Or the number of !)Ublications? Or should a system of contribution from the Provinces be reintroduced? The Provincials were asked to reflect on the matter before the Enlarged General Council at
Carcavelos, which will have to come to a decision.
Finally, as all Provincials are no longer automatically
members of the Enlarged General Council, it was decided
that Europe would be represented at Carcavelos by the Provincials of Belgium, England, France, Germany, Holland, Ireland, Poland and Portugal. France would speak for Switzerland this time, and Portugal for Spain, but Switzerland and
Spain were assured that their Provincials would be chosen
for the 1984 EGC.
The next Regional Meeting of the European Provincials
will be held in Ireland in 1983.
Fr. GENERAL thanked the Dutch Province for its fraternal
welcome and excellent organization. He stressed the importance of cooperation between the Provinces, especially in
the field of ongoing formation, which is so necessary for all
confreres and which should be a spiritual, intellectual and
community experience . The Dutch Province, for its part,
expressed its pleasure at having been able to host the meeting.

Documentation:

TO BE POOR
IN AFRICA
TODAY

The following article is taken, in an abbreviated form,
from the • Promotio Justitiae • bulletin (May 1981 ) of the
Social Secretariat of the Jesuit Generalate. It was based
on reflections by African Jesuit scholastics at the House
of Philosophy, Kimwenza. Zaire.

Religious poverty is a problem
In African languages the term that expresses
poverty means rather misery. a deprived situation
with an aspect of malediction or curse, usually suffered by marginalized people in the traditional society.
Indeed, even with only a few belongings, the man
who has a wife, children, a hut, some fields, is not
considered poor. But it is nonsense to say that you
are poor if you are living in a European milieu in Africa.
Poverty, as a religious notion, is a term imported
from European society, and it seems ill adapted to the
socio-c!,lltural systems of Africa. Wh~t _i,s the mea~ing of "the !ifest_yle of a. modest fam!IY , when rel!gious, especially in expatriate commurntI~s, _necessar!ly live above the mean~ «:>f the great maJor_1ty o! African families? Renunc1at1on of property, inheritance
etc. includes juridical notions unknown or inexistent
for most people. The vow of poverty, in its canonical
aspects, pres1;1pposes a system of priv~te_ property
and capitalistic accumulation characteristic of the
modern consumer society. And it is difficult to accept that a community is poor when it has parish
buildings, schools, hospitals, workshops, vehicles,
plantations _etc. All this for an African is a sign of
Wealth.
It is true that some African business and professional people are amassing large fortunes today, and,
in comparison with these, the mass of the people are
becoming aware of their situation of poverty, if not
exploitation. Previously it was only a question of
foreign colonialists, among whom were counted the
missionaries. Today there are also the African • nouveaux riches·, who still however maintain a relationship of aid and solidarity with_ thE!ir families and t~e
more deprived members of their tribe. The Church 1s
seen by the people as belonging to the group of those
who have. But this is not necessarily a criticism: it is
recognized that the goods it _possesses are !or the
service of the people. What 1s not accepted 1s that,
in such a situation, the Church can be described as
'poor'.
Poverty is seen by the people as consisting mainly in insecurity. But religious have clothes, food and
medicines; they have a house and almost always
cars. In short, they have a degree of security and
comfort, while most of the people live in insecurity
and uncertainty.
Most African religious come from simple families
whose main defence against insecurity is family solidarity. The extended family expects that those of its
members who have done well will come to the help of
those still in need. Jesuits, who are normally able to
study at university level, look on the renunciation of
this family duty as a very real cross, and many of
them find the vow of poverty the most difficult of the
three vows. It touches a sensitive point and can
threaten a vocation when it is seen as threatening the
family. It can only be accepted in the context of
Christian renunciation and the Cross.
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Christian families, on the whole, accept that,
when their child enters religious life, he becomes
• poor for the Lord·. But they understand this poverty
as meaning that he has renounced setting up a family and the freedom to choose his own way of life.
They do not think that he has really renounced material goods.

Significant aspects of religious poverty in
Africa
The Gospel scene of the rich young man does not
mean much in an African setting, for people have few
goods to leave. On the contrary, entering religious
life can be a social promotion. The biblical 'poor of
Yahweh' is a more meaningful expression since the
attitude of counting on God alone rather than on men,
including the family, is more real and relevant. Leaving the human support of the family and entering an
unknown community in the name of the Lord is the
real break that makes someone poor.
But this break is also a liberation, for if you own
something, material or spiritual, it is in order to serve
and to share. Such poverty becomes the Christian
sign of a virtue that is deeply African: sharing, welcoming, being hospitable, freely accepting sacrifices
and overcoming selfish preoccupations. The community is the place where this attitude of sharing and
welcoming must be developed.
Poverty is apostolic: the goods that we use are
for apostolic service and not for our own comfort.
The young feel the need to react against the temptation to acquire personal equipment. The witness of
poverty is often more effective than the power of
abundant material means.
There is also the problem of self-reliance.
Though foreign help is still often necessary, it can be
too facile a solution, preventing a genuine inculturated
poverty from emerging. The ideal of self-reliance
should be present in all our decisions even if it cannot
be immediately realized. We must do all we can to
rely on our own means, but also be humble enough to
ask the universal Society for the help we need in formation and in the apostolate.
.We must also manifest our solidarity with the
people we live with. It is obvious to young Jesuits
that the correct attitude is not to opt for a miserable
standard of living - this is not what the people expect
of us - but to do all we can to help the people
improve their situation. That is why young Jesuits
wish to devote their leisure time to apostolic activities
among the needy. As for the promotion of justice,
they are becoming more and more aware of the need
for political and social reforms, but they find it difficult
to condemn a dominating class when those who are
members of one's family or tribe give work and redistribute the wealth in traditional ways.

How to live poverty in truth
Faced by the institutional impossibility of living
poverty in a country where conditions are often subhuman:
• Stress should be placed on a sober and frugal life
both as individuals and communities, with coresponsibility in managing the budget, checking community
spending, justifying personal expenses, helping to
look after the house, freely accepting manual work,
etc.
• We must share our goods, our knowledge, our
prayer and our friendship, especially with the poor
and voiceless.

• We must avoid a disincarnate spirituality by direct contact during formation with the poor, the handicapped and the lonely.
• Our studies should not be for personal a(:fvancement but to improve our apostolic service. Such detachment can be a real witness to lay students, who
are often full of personal ambition.
• Studies should not omit an analysis of the causes of
social injustice, to prepare for more effective work
in the field of justice and social development.

• With regard to the family, filial respect and solidarity must be safeguarded. However the religious cannot help his family in the same way as a lay person.
The Province should establish certain norms to help
discern cases of need, with a special fund administered by confreres who understand family customs
and obligations. Families usually understand that
they cannot take advantage of their religious members except in cases of really urgent need, and scholastics must educate themselves to proper discernment in this matter.

NEWS
Decisions of the General Council
On 3 Feb., the General Council appointed
• Fr. Francisco FERNANDES CORREIA as Principal Superior of Brazil South-East for a second three-year
term starting on 1 Feb.;
• Fr. Thomas FRIERY as Provincial of England from 1
May;

confirmed the election of
• Fr. Frans AUGUSTIJNS as Principal Superior of
Kongolo for a second term starting on 1 Jan.;
• Fr. Antonius JANSEN as Principal Superior of Amazonia for a second term starting on 13 Jan.;
• Fr. Antonius VAN ROOIJ as Principal Superior of
Brazil Central, from 23 Jan.;
• Fr. Peter KEARINS as Principal Superior of Sierra
Leone, from 16 March;
• Fr. Jacobus GORDIJN as Principal Superior of Bagamoyo, from 17 March.
On 8 Feb., the General Council appointed
• Fr. Manuel DURA.ES BARBOSA as Provincial of Portugal, from 20 May;
• Fr. Peter NEWMAN as Director of the West African Foundation for three years, starting on 16
March.

Telex
Since November last year it has been possible to
send Telex messages to the Generalate through the
Telex system of the De la Salle Brothers in Rome.
Their code number is: 680 169 TELSAL. Messages
may be sent to them, with the word 'Spiritans' at the
start and, if necessary, the name of the person to
whom the message should go. The advantage of
Telex is that longer messages can be sent to the General Secretariat, the General Bursar or the Information
Service than would be convenient by telegram.
In many of our circumscriptions there are societies, religious or otherwise, with Telex facilities that
could be made use of and whose services would be
less expensive than telegrams.
If Provinces or Districts could make a similar arrangement for receiving Telex messages, the General
Secretariat would be happy to know the code numbers of such facilities.

Meetings in the Districts
• Kongolo. On the occasion of the 20th anniversary
of the Kongolo massacre, the Enlarged Council of the

District was held from 28 Dec. to 1 Jan., with 18
confreres taking part, along with Fr. GENERAL, Fr. DE
BOER (General Bursar), two representatives of the
Province of Belgium, one from the Province of France
and three from the local clergy. The meeting had
been prepared for by discussions on missionary situations, community life, cooperation at various levels of
evangelization, Justice and Peace, and the Spiritan
Foundations. The local clergy had made its own contribution to these discussions.

• West Africa. The annual meeting of Major Superiors of West Africa was held at Banjul (Gambia) from
25-29 Jan. The Generalate was represented by Fr.
EZEONYIA.
• Puerto Rico. All the confreres took part in the District Chapter from 15-19 Feb. The Generalate was
represented by Fr. BEVAN.
• Gabon. The District Chapter, originally planned for
February, was postponed to 3-10 March because of
the Pope's visit in February.

Audio-Visual Secretariat
On 5 Dec., the General Council decided to set up
an International Audio-Visual Secretariat for the
Congregation. With the agreement of the French
Provincial, it will be based at Rue Lhomond and Fr.
Fran9ois-Xavier ROUSSEL has been appointed director for the next three years. The Secretariat should
be able to help the different circumscriptions in the
acquisition of audio-visual materials from international
organizations. It has already obtained about a dozen
video recorders, as well as video cassettes, for African circumscriptions.
The use of modern means of social communication is obviously of interest to the missions, and it is
clear that videotapes will play an increasingly in_,portant role in the apostolate and in missonary animation. The French Province provides courses on audio-visual techniques for its young members, and it
would be good for all Provinces to include training in
this field for those in formation. Circumscriptions are
invited to address themselves to the Audio-Visual
Secretariat (30 Rue Lhomond, 75005 Paris) for information on what kind of services it is able to provide.

Holland
Figures published recently show that Catholics in
Holland contributed some 70,000,000 florins (about
US $28,000,000) to Third World countries in 1980,
and 1,500,000 florins ($600,000) to missionary animation and Third World promotion in Holland.
Spiritans looking for aid from Holland for mission-
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ary projects could contact Fr. Robertus HAFFMANS,
C.S.Sp., Centraal Missie Commisariaat, Haagsestraat
123, 2587 TH S'GRAVENHAGE, Holland.

Haiti
During the past 20 years more than a million Haitians have left their country. Originally it was the
intellectuals and the better-off people who were leaving, but now it is the poor who are fleeing in large
numbers from the dictatorship of President Duvalier.
The sad situation of the Haitian 'boat people' is well
known, some being lost at sea and others facing insecurity and possible deportation on their arrival in the
United States. Many groups and individuals have
asked the U.S. Government to reconsider its policy
towards these refugees, petitions being submitted,
for example, by the U.S. Bishops' Conference, the
U.S. Council of Churches, the U.S. Conference of Religious, the Puerto Rican Bishops, the Puerto Rican
Conference of Religious, and the group of Black Members of Congress.
In December, Fr. Antoine ADRIEN, C.S.Sp., Principal Superior of Haiti (working for Haitian refugees in
New York, as there are no longer any Spiritans working in Haiti itself), wrote to His Holiness the Pope,
drawing attention to the plight of the refugees and
asking the Holy See to intercede with the U.S. Government on their behalf.
For its part, the General Council also petitioned
President Reagan on the matter, through the intermediary of,the U.S. representative to the Holy See.

Madagascar
Since 1 Sept., three Malagasy aspirants to the
Congregation have been living in a new Spiritan community, the Foyer Laval, in Tananarive and studying
philosophy at the Tananarive Seminary. The Foyer is
a rented apartment at the moment, but there are
plans for a house to be built for it. The Fa,thers in
charge of it (Frs. Paul ROPTIN and Gerard CHENE) are
also engaged in parish ministry. The address is:
Foyer Laval, Mandrosera, 8.P. 6 .088, ANTANANARIVO, Madagascar.

Algeria
In the Diocese of Oran, where there are three
French Spiritans, the new Bishop, Mgr. Pierre CLAVERIE, O.P., was consecrated on 2 Oct. last year, and
a week later he gave a homily in which he set out his
pastoral policy. The following . extracts may be of
interest to other Spiritans working among Muslims.
The Diocese of Oran has 10,000 Catholics in a population of 4,600,000.
". . . A lot of ambiguities from the past still affect the
Church's mission and its missionaries. Let me say quite clearly
today that we are not. and have no wish to be, aggressors, soldiers in a new crusade against Islam. against unbelief or against
anybody... But we are, and we wish to be, missionaries of the
love of God, which we have discovered in Jesus Christ. This
love is infinitely respectful of persons. does not impose Itself,
does not force consciences and hearts. . . Sent by Him, our first
duty as missionaries is to welcome this love and let it dwell in
us. • . We should not be always on the defensive. What have
we to defend? Our money? Our buildings? Our influence?
Our reputation? Our social standing?... We are not here to
maintain and defend a legacy from the past. with its dead stones
and faded glory. Let us thank God when He guides his Church
back to the path of simple humanity, without false pomp and circumstance ...

" Instead of protecting ourselves, we should defend what we
judge essential for the life, growth, dignity and future of man.
The love of God demands it. . . How can we claim to make the
risen Christ present If there are divisions among us and entrenched positions 7. . . It is not a question of papering over divisions and suppressing useful tensions, but of creating a climate
of communication and trust In which differences can be sorted
out and can complement each other...
"We live in a Muslim country. Here, as elsewhere, what
counts is man in the presence of God. This humanity - our own
and that of others - is neither better nor worse than elsewhere.
But it Is full of prejudices from the past, and we must strive to
free ourselves from prejudice, Ignorance, self-sufficiency. power-seeking, contempt of others, empty slogans, and judgements
that show a lack of true understanding... We must get back to
people as they are - as our neighbours, our colleagues, our
friends - and try to understand, to love and to serve them better.
Whether they are Christians, Muslims or atheists, it is with
·them that we have to build a new world. That is why I fear
nothing more than sectarianism and fanaticism, especially of the
religious kind. The history of the Church has been only too
marked by it. and we cannot but be uneasy at the development
of integralist movements. They already divide the Church, and
in Islam, under the name of the Muslim Brotherhood, they seem
to be growing in influence. I have enough close Musllm friends
to know that Islam can be tolerant, fraternal. and interested in
humanizing the world and giving it a heart and a soul. They too
suffer at seeing their Prophet's message disfigured by violence
and political manipulation . . . Let us not tum our backs on Islam
because of its distortion by fanatics ...
" None of our activities is foreign to the Good News that we
bear; there is no real distinction in it between the sacred and the
profane, for it is a question of living, simply but fully, In the Spirit
of Jesus".

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
25 May : Fr. Heinrich BRUNING (S. Africa).
50 Years of Profession:
20 Apr. : Br. Nicolau MACHADO (Portugal).
1 May : Br. Stephen BORES (USA/E). Br. lrenee REY
(France).
5 May : Br. Fidentius HIEP (Holland).
60 Years of Priesthood:
26 Apr. : Fr. Candido COST A (Brazil S.E.).
50 Years of Priesthood:
26 Mar. : Fr. Philip PLATZ (Germany).
3 Apr. : Frs. Walter ARENDT, Joseph BODEN, Franz
SCHURT, Johann KIRSTEN (Germany) .
5 June : Frs. Paul CLOONAN. Peter WHITE (Ireland),
James GILTINAN, Edward LAWLESS (Kenya) .
10 July : Frs. Henri BERTHAUD (France), Frans MERTENS, Franc,ois ROSt Alphonse BERBIST (Belgium), Maurice SEYSSENS (Kongolo).
15 July
Fr. Johannes VERSTAPPEN (Holland).
35 Years a Bishop:
29 May : Mgr. Jean-Baptiste FAURET (France).
30 Years a Bishop:
6 July : Mgr. Joaquim DE LANGE (Amazonia).

Our Dead
9
21
22
23
27
29

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

18
19
20
3
14
15

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Br. Gabinus STOKBROEKS (Holland), 71 .
Fr. Louis BECHELEN (Angola). 80.
Fr. Maurice RAMAUX (Francia), 74.
Fr. Maurice O'REILLY (Makurdi), 57 .
Fr. Colman McMAHON (Ireland). 78.
Fr. Louis SOUCY (Mauritius), 74.
(73 deaths in 1981)
Fr. Michael LAVELLE (Ireland), 56.
Fr. Hubert HITZEGRAD (Germany), 78.
Br. Odilon FEUERSTOSS (Gabon), 78.
Br. Winfried __ROTH (Germany), 66.
Fr. Xavier HUCK (France), 88.
Fr. Jean LE MESTE (France), 75.
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